
Ship Spotting around Harwich Harbour

Harwich Harbour and its ports
Harwich Harbour lies at the mouth of the Rivers Orwell and Stour, approximately 70 
miles north-east of London. There are five separate ports in, or connected to, 
Harwich Harbour.

The largest is Felixstowe, which lies on the north side of the harbour, in the county 
of Suffolk.

Felixstowe is the UK's largest port, and can take the world's largest container ships. 
The approach channel is dredged to 14.5 metres and the deepest quay (berths 8 & 9) 
is dredged to 16 metres. Container ships can be seen at virtually any berth, along 
with tankers and ferries at certain berths. All arrivals and departures are published on 
the Port of Felixstowe's web site. In October 2013, the port received a visit from the 
latest Maersk 'Triple E' vessel, Majestic Maersk, at 398 metres and over 18,000 
TEU, the world's largest container ship.

Across the harbour is the town of Harwich, in the county of Essex. Harwich 
Nayyard (a commercial port, despite its name) has a ro-ro berth and other quays, 
dredged to 6.5 or 8.5 metres. 

Approximately 2 km up the River Stour is Harwich International Port, formerly 
known as Parkeston Quay. This is the historic home of the former railway ferry 
service to Hoek Van Holland, now operated by Stena Line, using the world's largest 
car ferries. There are several ro-ro sailings each day from the port. HIP also sees 
regular cruise ships of up to about 90,000 tons, and details of their calls are available 
from the Port of Harwich web site.

10 miles up the River Orwell is the port of Ipswich, which is used by a mixture of 
vessels, up to about 13,000 tons / 150m length. 

Also about 10 miles inland, on the River Stour, is the much smaller port of Mistley, 
which sees a few ships a week, generally under 100m length.

There are several good places from which shipping may be seen. It is about a 30 
mile drive from the Felixstowe side of the harbour to Harwich, but a ferry runs 
between Felixstowe, Harwich and Shotley between late March and the end of 
September. Sailings are about every two hours in the summer but weekends only in 
the autumn and there is no winter service. Details of the ferry can be found at 
http://www.harwichharbourferry.com/

Felixstowe viewpoint
A viewing area has been created alongside Landguard Fort, at the seaward end of the 
quays at Felixstowe. It is reached via Viewpoint Road, which starts from Carr Road 
at the southern end of Felixstowe. There is a 'brown' sign to the viewing area at the 
junction of Carr Road and Viewpoint Road. Some buses from Ipswich now run to 
the viewpoint. There is a cafe and visitor centre with toilets, at the viewpoint.

There is ample car parking (which currently is free), but it does become full at Bank 
Holidays and when notable shipping has been publicised. From the viewpoint, there 
are views up river along the Felixstowe quays, and also across the harbour to 
Harwich (although the quays at Navyyard are hidden by the transit shed on the 
Navyyard). The upper parts of ships at Harwich International Port can also be seen 
over the Harwich town skyline, helpful when awaiting the departure of a cruise ship!

It is possible to walk to Landguard Point, along the sea wall / shingle. This is about 
500 metres. Along the way, better views are obtained looking back to Felixstowe 
(although becoming more distant) and also of shipping rounding the Point as it 
enters or leaves the harbour.

There is no other public access around the Port of Felixstowe.  To view ships at 
closer quarters on the up-river berths of the Trinity Terminal, it is better to go to 
Shotley.

Celebrity Infinity passes Felixstowe's Trinity Terminal outbound on 
16/08/2013, seen from the Landguard Common viewpoint.

http://www.harwichharbourferry.com/


Shotley viewpoint 
Shotley is on a peninsular between the rivers Orwell and Stour, and lies about 10 
miles from Ipswich at the end of the B1456 road. The road ends in a fairly steep hill 
with parking spaces at the bottom which face directly towards Harwich 
International Port. 

There is also a private road (open to the public) which runs to a marina about 500m 
to the left, where there is further public parking and also a bar / cafe (the 
'Shipwreck'). From the car park there is a good view of the whole of Harwich 
Harbour. A public path continues, over the lock gates of the marina, and along the 
side of the river Orwell, from which excellent views of ships on berths 5 – 7 of the 
Felixstowe Trinity Terminal may be had. The largest ships using Felixstowe use 
either berths 8 & 9 (which are about 2 km away and better viewed from Felixstowe 
or Harwich) or the berths opposite Shotley, so you can get a very good view of 
some large vessels from this point. 

Harwich Navyyard can also be observed from this point, along with the Trinity 
House depot and the former train ferry loading ramp, now disused. 

Harwich Viewpoints
There are several points around the Harwich waterfront which provide good views 
of shipping. The Ha'penny Pier looks out on the harbour, with views directly across 
to Felixstowe. Also to be seen in the vicinity of the Ha'penny Pier are the ships at 
the Trinity House depot, which maintain navigation equipment along much of the 
East Coast and English Channel. 

MS Discovery at Harwich International Port, seen from Shotley on 15/09/2013

An alternative view of the outer part of Harwich Harbour can be obtained from the 
Dovercourt seafront. Felixstowe's Berths 8 & 9 are better seen from here, as they 
are too far down river to see from the Ha'penny Pier.

Cornelia Maersk at Trinity Terminal berth 7 on 2/09/2013 seen from Shotley

Stena Hollandica arriving in the early evening from Hoek van Holland on 
25/06/2010, seen from Harwich Ha'penny Pier



Right:

COSCO container ships COSCO 
GLORY (at berths 8 & 9) and 
COSCO FORTUNE (moving onto the 
Trinity Terminal with tug assistance) 
on 15/10/2013. Both ships are 
141,823 GT, 366m long.

Below:

MAJESTIC MAERSK (194,849 tons, 
399m length) arrives on its maiden 
voyage on 7/10/2013. 

Below right: 

Tugs await their next job beside the 
Landguard viewing area. Berths 8 & 
9 are behind.

The last of the port's original 
container cranes can be seen on the 
right of the picture.

Seen from the Felixstowe viewing area at 
Landguard Common
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Further information on shipping movements may be obtained from the Port of Felixstowe ( http://portoffelixstowe.co.uk/) , Harwich Haven Authority 
(http://www.hha.co.uk/) and the Marine Traffic website (http://marinetraffic.com/)

http://www.hha.co.uk/
http://portoffelixstowe.co.uk/

